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Our Purpose: The Monmia school community is committed to providing        

innovative programs that stimulate and challenge each student to develop     

lifelong learning skills and strategies. We provide a safe, nurturing               

environment where teachers, students and parents work in an effective        

partnership. www.monmia.vic.edu.au.Ph: 9364 1007 
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Donõt forget to follow us on Twitter: http://twitter.com/MonmiaPS  

Dear Monmia Families, 
 

GREAT THINGS I NOTICED THIS WEEK 

¶ Prep A learning how to use the library, borrowing books and listening to a story read by 

Mrs Peters. 

¶ Prep B drawing pictures for the story that Miss B had read.   

¶ So many children responding to being greeted in the mornings and afternoons with ñand 

how are you Mrs Bell?ò  Thank you to all of the children who smile and make eye contact 
as they communicate with us and each other. 

¶ Jason Smallwood, the Senior Education Officer from region visited last Thursday and 

was impressed with our students, staff and he commented how terrific our BER learning 
spaces are.   

¶ I am really enjoying coaching the Tee-ball teams for Interschool Sports.  I love the  

childrenôs enthusiasm and willingness to stretch themselves to learn new skills.  Thank 
you to the 5/6 teachers who are all involved in making interschool sports available to all 
the students.  Thank you to Mr Belovitch for providing all the necessary information and 
organising the program for us. 

¶ Bluearth sessions started for the 3/4 classes last Wednesday.  From what I saw  
everyone was having a great time including Miss Vorpasso and Nicole our speech  
therapist.  Each 3/4 teacher is to be congratulated as they participated in the activities so 
enthusiastically. 

¶ Congratulations to all the teachers who participated in the Bluearth session after school.  

We played games and practised mindfulness!  
 
BLUEARTH 
Daniel, our coach from Bluearth provided a link to this website which is about Moving More and  
Sitting Less.  This is a great website to look at as it has terrific ideas and resources. 
http://www.movemoresitless.org.au/?utm_source=Staff&utm_campaign=16442ee260-
Bluearth_enews_Feb_2016_copy_02_2_10_2016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_cb538b5b60-
16442ee260-211535397 

 
MONMIA PHILOSOPHY 
In the first newsletter I mentioned our school philosophy and a copy was attached to the newsletter. 
The following is the first part of our philosophy. 
 
WE BELIEVE 
We are a community of dedicated and passionate learners working in a dynamic and  
collaborative environment.  
Students will: 

¶ Set high learning goals and work hard to reach them 

¶ Be risk takers, learning from their mistakes 

¶ Follow the code of cooperation 

¶ Be active listeners 

¶ Celebrate their own achievements and othersô achievements 
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Staff will: 

¶ Have high expectations of their own and student learning 

¶ Know all students and how best to motivate their learning 

¶ Be risk takers, learning from their mistakes 

¶ Know what they need to teach and be prepared 

¶ Cooperate with others and work together in learning communities 
Parents/Guardians will: 

¶ Share their enthusiasm for learning 

¶ Be involved in the work of the school community 

 
How do you as a parent/guardian show your child/ren your enthusiasm for learning? How 
can you be involved in the school community? 
Research has shown that the more parents/guardians are involved in their childrenôs school, the 
more of a positive impact this will have on the childôs performance at school and to their general 
wellbeing.   
 
At Monmia, we love our families to join in our many KidsMatter extracurricular events such as the 
Twilight Picnic, the Multicultural Lunch, Education Week, the annual Arts Show and the biennial 
School Concert.  Other ways you can participate in our school is by becoming part of the Classroom 
Helpersô Program.  There is an easy training program for this and you will then be able to work in 
classrooms helping with reading, writing and number work.  The Classroom Helpersô Program will be 
held on Tuesday 8 March 9-11 am in the Staff PL Room. 
 
Other ways you can participate in the school is by joining the very friendly Family and Friends group.  
This is a great way to meet other parents who have been at the school for a little while and help with 
fundraising activities in the school.  They will be having a Greet and Meet next Monday on 22  
February at 9:30am after assembly.  It will be lovely to see some new faces there.  Another way to 
join in is to become a member of the School Council-nomination forms are available at the office. 

 

SCHOOL ORGANISATION 
Norma Smith (Business Manager) and Catherine Brockdorff (Student Administrator) are our two  
office staff who manage the day to day operations of the school.  We have made some changes to 
the hours of operation.  Norma and Catherine are both in the office from 8:15am until 11:30am.  
From 11:30am until 1:30pm Catherine is working in classrooms assisting students as an integration 
aide and Norma is in the office on her own.  From 1:30pm onwards, Catherine is back in the office.  
Please be aware that from 11:30am phone calls may not be answered right away or attention may 
not be given straight away at the office counter due to less staffing.  However, we promise that you 
will be attended to as soon as possible.  Thank you for your understanding and consideration with 
this. 

 
As you would be aware, Jayne Sutcliffe, library technician is expecting her first child.  This is very 
exciting for her.  Sadly, for us this means that Jayne will finish at Monmia at the end of this term.  
Due to our budget restrictions, we will not be replacing a library technician for the rest of the year.  
We are looking at a variety of ways to manage the library without a technician.  At the moment we 
are training up some of our staff to take on some of the responsibility.  If there are any parents/
guardians who have library experience and/or knowledge and would be interested in volunteering 
their time for a few hours to help with the library organisation we would be very grateful.  Please  
contact me on 9364 1007 if you are interested.   
 

Warm Regards,  

Lorraine Bell  
Principal 

Donõt forget to follow us on Twitter: http://twitter.com/MonmiaPS  
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DATES FROM THE DIARY 

Tue Mar 1 ¶ School Photo Day 

Wed Mar 2 ¶ Adam Voight Parent /

Guardian Session 

6.30 - 7.30pm 

Fri Mar 4 ¶ National  óSchools Clean Up 

Dayô 

 

Mon Mar 14 Labour Day Public Holiday 

NO SCHOOL TODAY 

Fri Mar 18 ¶ National  óWe Say NO to  

Bullying!ô Day 

 

Thu Mar 24 ¶ Last Day of Term 1 

Early Dismissal 2.30pm 

Mon Apr 11 ¶ First Day of Term 2 

 

Wed 20 Apr -  

Fri 22 Apr 
¶ Year 5/6 Camp 

Phillip Island 

Fri Jun 24 ¶ Last Day of Term 2 

Early dismissal 2.30pm 

Mon Jul 11 ¶ First day of Term 3 

Fri Sep 16 ¶ Last day of Term 3 

Early dismissal 2.30pm 

Mon Oct 3 ¶ First day of Term 4 

Tue Dec 20 

 
¶ Last day of school for 2016 

Early dismissal 1.30pm 

SCHOOL BANKING DAY IS THURSDAY! 

CAN STUDENTS PLEASE GIVE THEIR BANK BOOKS TO THEIR 

TEACHER IN THE MORNING TO BE SENT TO THE OFFICE IN 

THE BANKING POUCH. 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  THERE WILL BE NO BANKING ON  

THURSDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 

School Photos  

 

TUESDAY 1ST March 2016.  

 

Envelopes will be distributed  

shortly.  

 

 

 

Donõt forget to follow us on Twitter: http://twitter.com/MonmiaPS  
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PRA Kiarra R for being very caring when someone was upset and always  trying 

her best. 

PRB Matthew T for continuing to develop his confidence by participating in class 

and making new friends everyday!  Keep it up Matthew!  I love seeing you 

grow! 

1/2A Lily S for always working in a friendly, co-operative manner.  Well done 

Lily. 

1/2B Aadi L for including other students in a Maths game and explaining the  

strategies!! 

1/2C Diego S for always concentrating when he is doing independent reading. 

1/2D Aamika M for always trying to keep our classroom neat and tidy without  

ever being asked.  You are so caring! 

3/4A Kaisara F for being friendly and kind to other people in our school  

community! 

3/4B Olivia T for always helping and assisting others in the 3/4 CLS. 

3/4C Daniel Z for being an all round superstar!  You are so organised and focused. 

3/4D Elisa M for always ógetting on the jobô  quickly and completing work to the 

best of her ability.  I think you are awesome Elisa! 

5/6A Ibrahim A for working hard on finishing his morning routine tasks. 

5/6B George Z  for making an impressive start to grade six .  Congratulations on 

staying focussed on your learning! 

5/6C Levi B for your creativity and organisation when planning, researching and 

drafting in the computer lab. 

5/6D Nghiem N for doing a fantastic job at leading school assembly on Monday 

mormings.  Well done Nghiem and keep up the great work. 

Visual Arts F J A for excellent behaviour in the art room and beautiful work! 



Congratulations to the following students for being voted the Junior 

School Council Representative for their class for 2016.  

 

3/4A  - Gabrielle Z & Cory A 

3/4B - Cooper R & Madison P 

3/4C  -Hannah B & Luka P 

3/4D - Emily Z & Yung Ming H  

5/6A  - Jasmeen P & Nicole L 

5/6B  - Emily S & Lucas T 

5/6C - Christopher T  & Rozette W 

5/6D - Olivia B & Hargun G 

 

The students will be officially presented with their badges at School 

Assembly on Monday 22nd February. 

 

We look forward to a productive year together.  

Regina Koen & Samantha Jones 

Donõt forget to follow us on Twitter: http://twitter.com/MonmiaPS  
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THE FOCUS FOR THIS WEEK IS:  

Values that underpin Bounce Back!  ACCEPTANCE 

Donõt forget to follow us on Twitter: http://twitter.com/MonmiaPS  

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 

This week, I would like to continue with the Core Values that underpin the Bounce Back 
Wellbeing and Resilience Program. This week we will  look at ACCEPTANCE which is a 
Bounce Back value as well as one of Monmiaôs community values. 
 

Everybody is different. There is no other person that is exactly the same as you! Even  
dentical twins have differences.  Whilst identical twins may look exactly the same, they do 
not always think the same, act the same or feel the same.  Yes, everyone is  different.  
Being different to someone else in the way you look, think or feel does not make you any 
better than that person or any less  important either.  It just means that we are all special 
in different ways. 
 

Everyone has similarities and everyone has differences and that is okay! When you feel 
okay about differences in people, then you get to know people who are different, you  
include them in your games and conversations, you donôt tease or exclude them. When you 
accept   people who are different you understand that everyone is different and that is a 
good thing and a very necessary part of our community. When you enjoy and learn about 
other peopleôs differences you grow to appreciate other peopleôs backgrounds and  
appreciate your very own background as well. You also learn how to accept the differences 
you may not like but donôt interfere with your friendship. 
 

Whilst there are many differences that exist between individuals, there are also many  
similarities that we share and that it is equally important to recognise and celebrate our  
similarities. 
 

Accepting and respecting  similarities and differences are important beliefs to have 
in ensuring that Monmia Primary School   creates a warm and positive school  
community.  
 
 

FAMILY ACTIVITY: As a family, discuss the similarities and differences that exist between 
each of your family members. Discuss physical appearances, personalities, likes, dislikes, 
strengths and opinions on topics. Reinforce that everyone is special in some way. 
I hope you have found this article interesting and useful and I look forward to any feedback 
you might like to share with me.  
 

Warm Regards, 

Lucy Vorpasso 

Assistant Principal - Student Engagement and Wellbeing 

It is not our differences that divide us. It is our  
inability to recognize, accept, and celebrate those  

differences. 

Audre Lorde 
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Student Engagement and Wellbeing                

Donõt forget to follow us on Twitter: http://twitter.com/MonmiaPS  

Introducingé  

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 

I am sure you will join with me in saying óWE ARE FILLING LOTS OF BUCKETS AT MONMIA PRIMARY 
SCHOOL! We have all noticed how excited our students are about the Bucket Filling Philosophy and how 
they are being proactive in writing ódropsô for others. I think Bucket Filling is catching on at Monmia Primary 
School! 
 

This week I would to share important information about Bucket Filling. 
 
WHAT DOES BUCKET FILLING LOOK LIKE? 

Ý actions or words that you care about someone 
Ý saying or doing something nice 
Ý helping without being asked 
Ý giving sincere compliments 
Ý showing respect to others 
Ý apologising  
Ý having a óGlass Half Fullô mindset and respond in 

that manner. 
Ý show empathy to other people 
Ý being an active bystander when someone is being hurt by trying to help in some way 

 
WHAT DOES BUCKET DIPPING LOOK LIKE? 

Ý making fun of someone 
Ý saying or doing unkind things 
Ý refusing to help 
Ý failing to show respect or being intentionally disrespectful 
Ý ignoring 
Ý bullying 

When we unintentionally dip into anotherôs bucket with a thoughtless word or careless action, we must  
repair the relationship with a quick and sincere apology. 
 
THE IMPORTANCE OF PROTECTING YOUR LID 

Ý Your lid helps you to protect the good thoughts and feelings you have collected. 
Ý When you use your lid, you stop and think through a situation even though it may be hurtful or 

embarrassing. 
Ý When you stop and think though situations, you develop necessary resilience to work though 

lifeôs challenges. 
Ý You are using your lid the moment you stop, think and visualise a personôs empty bucket and 

understand why he or she is dipping. 
 
In next weekôs newsletter I will provide you with more information about the óBucket Filling Philosophyô at 
Monmia PS. 

 

Happy Bucket Filling! 
 

Kind Regards, 

Lucy Vorpasso 

Assistant Principal 
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TERM 1 & 2  

A NOTICE REGARDING THE COST OF AWAY GAMES WILL BE  
FORWARDED TO PARENTS SHORTLY. 

Sports: Soccer, Netball, Bat Tennis and Teeball 

FRIDAY 19/02 VS TAYLORS LAKES (HOME) 

FRIDAY 26/02 VS EMMAUS (HOME) 

FRIDAY 04/03 VS OVERNEWTON KEILOR (AWAY)  

Netball, teeball and Hot Shots at Overnewton Keilor Campus 
Soccer at Overnewton Taylors Lakes Campus 

FRIDAY 11/03 VS MACKELLAR (HOME) 

FRIDAY 18/03 VS OVERNEWTON TAYLORS LAKES (AWAY) 

All sports at Overnewton Taylors Lakes Campus 

FRIDAY 15/04 VS MARY MACKILLOP (AWAY) 

Netball and Hot Shots at St Mary Mackillop Catholic Primary School 
Teeball at Keilor Views Primary School 
Soccer at Green Gully Reserve 

FRIDAY 22/04 BYE   

FRIDAY 29/04 VS KEILOR (AWAY)  

FRIDAY 06/05 VS HILLSIDE (HOME) 

All sports at Keilor Primary School 

FRIDAY 13/05 VS CANA (AWAY) 

All sports at Cana Catholic Primary School 

FRIDAY 20/05 GRAND FINALS 
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