
              

              

              

     

Our Purpose: The Monmia school community is committed to providing innovative programs that Stimulate and challenge each 

student to develop lifelong learning skills and strategies. We provide a safe, nurturing environment where teachers, students and 

parents work in an effective partnership. www.monmia.vic.edu.au Phone: 03 9364 1007  

      

 

                              MONMIA MESSENGER 

 

 

Dear Monmia Families,  
 
It has been such a joy to have students back at school, learning onsite.  The sounds of childrenôs laughter, 
voices ringing out and the exuberance of playing chasey has been a delight to behold.  Last week we 
welcomed back the Preps, Year 1/2s and the Year 5/6s.  It made my heart sing to see the excitement in their 
eyes as they lined up outside the gates.  On Tuesday, I was finally able to greet the Year 3/4s as they arrived 
at school. 
 
I would like to thank all the families who have provided masks for their children especially those in Years 3-6 
as they are mandatory.  As a staff, we are following all the rules announced the Victorian Chief Health Officer 
around mask wearing to keep everyone at school safe and well.  Students wearing masks help to minimise 
COVID-19 transmission risk.  
 
When worn properly, masks can play an important role in reducing the transmission risks of Covid-19 that 
could happen from common activities in school. 
 
Students in Year 3 and above 

¶ Face masks will be required for secondary students at all times both indoors and outdoors at school, 
unless a lawful exception applies. 

¶ Face masks will also be required for all school students in Year 3 and above indoors including at 
Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) programs, unless a lawful exception applies. Face masks can be 
removed while outdoors at school for primary students.  

¶ Students in Years 3 to 6 are required to wear face masks from 18 October 2021. All other students 
who are required to wear a face mask must continue to do so from the first day they return to onsite 
learning.  

¶ Face masks will be strongly recommended for Prep to Year 2 students. 

¶ For students with a disability, parents and guardians should speak to the childôs doctor or regular 
health professional about the best methods to encourage mask wearing. Students and 
parents/guardians can also contact the Disability Liaison Officer program for more information. 

¶ Students with a medical condition or disability that make wearing a face covering unsuitable are not 
required to wear a mask. 

¶ Face masks are required for students in Year 3 to Year 6 unless an exception applies. Exceptions 
include students with a physical or mental disability where their disability means it would not be 
suitable. Parent/guardians of a student/s who meet the criteria for an exception must provide their 
approval in writing for their child/ren to not wear a mask to the school. 

 

Thank you to the families who have already written to me about their child/childrenôs lawful exception. 
 

We will try to maximise outdoor learning where possible and offer more recreation and breaks wherever 

practicable to further support students.  

We can work together to support students by having conversations around the importance of masks in 
preventing COVID -19 transmission and remind them that itôs only for a few days a week.  
 
We have seen through remote learning that friendships are important. We can work together to remind 
students that wearing masks means they can see their friends and be at school together more often. We also 
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protect our friends and keep them safe.  Teachers will make sure that physical distancing is implemented for 
the safety of all the children and staff working in the learning spaces. 
 
We encourage you to discuss wearing masks with your children to keep kids in the classroom and minimise 
COVID-19 transmission risk. The Raising Children Network has resources that can help you with having 
conversations with your children about wearing masks. 
 
These new changes to wearing masks will come into effect when students return to staged onsite learning 
from 18 October 2021 in regional and metropolitan schools.  
 
Thank you for your ongoing support in the implementation of these important steps that enable us to return 
to onsite learning. We look forward to welcoming your children back into the classroom. 
 

CURRICULUM DAY ON MONDAY 1 NOVEMBER 2021-
NO STUDENTS AT SCHOOL 

 
KEY OPERATIONAL GUIDES FROM MONDAY 1 NOVEMBER 

 

Key actions for schools Phase C 

Face masks (see Face Masks in Schools)  

Recommended for students in Prep to Year 

2. 

YES  

 

Working across multiple sites  YES 

However, it is recommended to minimise wherever possible. 

Minimise cohort mixing: Stagger breaks 

and arrival and departure times  

Recommended 

There are no prescribed requirements, however schools must 

take step to minimise wherever possible. 

COVIDSafe routine cleaning YES 

Deep cleaning not required 

Community use of school facilities YES  

 

Visitors to schools  YES 

Yes, consistent with vaccination requirements and other health 

and safety controls. 

Student placements for all years YES 

 

Health, wellbeing, inclusion visits  YES 

School tours YES 

School tours must align with public gathering limits and 

density requirements. 

Excursions  YES  

 

Swimming and all other pool use 

*Please refer to page 8 for separate advice 

on hydrotherapy pools  

YES 

 

 

In School Expereinces  YES 

*vaccination requirements apply to incursion providers. 

School photos  YES 

*vaccination requirements apply; please refer to Visitors in 

Schools.  

Camps and overnight stays YES 

 

Assemblies and other events exclusive to 

staff and students from single school only 

YES 

Outdoors where possible, must align with public gathering 

limits and density requirements see page 9 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/coronavirus-covid-19-guide/face-masks-coronavirus-children
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/coronavirus-covid-19-guide/face-masks-coronavirus-children


Key actions for schools Phase C 

Formals, graduations, and other 

ceremonies (including events held off 

school premises and/or with parents/carers 

and other guests) 

YES 

Must align with community settings  

Kinder transition program  YES 

Statewide transition day  YES   

All interschool activities (such as debating 

and interschool sports) 

YES   

Singing, brass and woodwind classes and 

groups 

YES  

Following recommended health advice. 

Professional development and staff 

meetings (face to face) 

YES  

Should be conducted online where practicable. 

 
 
 

 

Warm Regards, 
 
 
 

Principal 
 

 
 

 

 

PREP 2022 ENROLMENTS 

We are taking Enrolments for 2022!!!!! 
 
Do you have a child who is turning five by April 2022?  
 
Do you know of a relative or friend who has a child who is ready to start 
school next year?  

 
Make sure you pick up an enrolment form from the office to secure a place in our Prep classes for 
2022. School organisation for 2022 will commence soon. We need to confirm our enrolment numbers 
to determine the number of Prep classes we will need. 
 

%  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SCHOOL ORGANISATION FOR 2022 
 
 
If your family is leaving Monmia please complete the following form and return as soon as possible 
via email to monmia.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
 
Planning for 2022 School Year is now underway.  
 

Childôs Name: _________________________________________________ 
 
Childôs Year Level in 2021: ______________________________________ 
 
New School in 2022:____________________________________________ 
 
Reason for transfer:_____________________________________________ 
 

mailto:monmia.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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THE FOCUS FOR THIS WEEK IS: I¦ah¦w I9[t{Η 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
Humour is Healthy 
Using humour is a strategy that can be used to build resilience. When we laugh a lot we stay healthy. Laughter helps 
our body to fight disease and illness. Humour is light exercise for our mind and our emotions. Having a laugh can make 
you feel a little bit better when you are feeling unhappy, sad or worried. Friends can have a laugh together and be funny 
together as a way of saying they like each other. We should make laughter part of each day.  
 
When we laugh we: 

¶ feel more relaxed 

¶ cope better when things are not going well 

¶ have hope that things will work out 

¶ feel less anxious 

¶ build relationships with others 

¶ see the funny side of situations. 
Laughter is very individual and different things make different people laugh. It is OK to be different, but humour should 
never be hurtful. 
 

You can use humour to help someone else feel a little bit better. 
Laughter should not be used to pretend that you donôt feel sad or worried. Laughter doesnôt make problems go away. It 
just helps you to cope with them a little better. By being funny in a nice way, you can cheer someone up when they have 
a problem, or they are feeling sad or worried. It is important to remember that if you are going to use humour to help 
someone else then make sure you do it in a good way that does not hurt anyone or get you or others into trouble. Stop 
doing it if the other person says they do not like it. 
 
 

Family Activity 
As a family discus what makes each person laugh. Play the game Stoneface together. Divide your family members into 
two groups. One team attempts to make the other team laugh within three minutes. They can tell a joke, make noises, 
make funny faces or funny movements. It is lots of fun. 
 
I hope you find the articles useful and I look forward to any feedback. Next week we will continue exploring the unit on 
Humour. 
 

 
Warm Regards, 

Lucia Vorpasso 
Assistant Principal - Student Engagement and Wellbeing 
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THE FOCUS FOR THIS WEEK IS: w9±L{L¢LbD /hw9 {/Ihh[ ±!¦[9{  

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 

The Monmia Primary School Community embraces the following core values: 

¶ ACCEPTANCE  
o Acceptance is an understanding that everyone is different.  
o Acceptance is valuing someone or something for whom or what they are. 

 

¶ CARING  
o Caring shows thoughtfulness and concern towards another. 
o Caring is showing respect and understanding how others feel. 

 

¶ FRIENDLINESS  
o Friendliness is being kind and welcoming to others. 
o Friendliness involves including others. 

 

¶ HONESTY 
o Honesty is telling the truth, even when something goes wrong. 
o Honesty builds trust, respect and friendship with others. 

 

¶ RESPECT 
o Respect is caring and treating each other with dignity. 
o Respect is looking after oneself, others, property and the environment. 
o Self-respect is when you like, accept and protect yourself. 

 

 
 

Family Activity 
Discuss each value and share how you have demonstrated that value in the last week, month or term. I wonder how 
many ways you can think of. 
 
Warm Regards, 
 

Lucia Vorpasso  
Assistant Principal - Student Engagement and Wellbeing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY   

EVERY DAY COUNTS:  

                            Attendance Research Facts! 
Did you know that research shows that higher student attendance at 

school is associated, on average, with higher student achievement. 

 

Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better 

chance in life. Your child will achieve better when they go to school all 

day, every school day. They will: 

Å learn better 

Å make friends 

Å be happier 

Å have a brighter future. 

  Lucia Vorpasso   

 Assistant Principal: Student Engagement and Wellbeing 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

NO HAT  

NO PLAY  
Start of September until the 

end of April  
 

Monmia Primary School Wide Brimmed or Legionnaires Hats only  

 



RSL Poppy Appeal 2021 
Remember this November! 

Buy a poppy for Remembrance Day. 

Your donation to the Poppy Appeal changes the lives of our 
veterans and their families. When you buy a poppy, your 
donation helps provide specialist services like crisis 
accommodation and health and wellbeing programs to 
thousands of veterans and their families. 

The front office is selling on behalf of the Keilor East RSL a variety of Poppy badges $1, $2 
and $5. We also have $5 Pens. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The canteen will be open for lunch orders and window sales from Monday 8th November. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE DIARY 
TERM 4 2022 

 
Friday 29 October 

¶ World Teachers Day 

Monday 1 November 

¶ Pupil Free Day ï No School 

Tuesday 2 November 

¶ Melbourne Cupï Public Holiday 

Monday 29 November ï Wednesday 1 
December 

¶ 3/4 Camp -to be advised 

Monday 29 November ï Friday 3 December 

¶ 5/6 Camp -to be advised 

Friday 17 December 

¶ End of Term ï Early Finish 1.30 pm 

 
 

 
Wednesday 26 January 

¶ Australia Day ï Public Holiday 

Monday 31 January 

¶ Term 1 ï Students commence. 

Friday 8 April 

¶ End of Term 1 ï Early Finish 2.30 pm 

 

 

 

  

INTRODUCING QKR! (QUICKER) MAKE HASSLE – FREE SCHOOL PAYMENTS 

Monmia Primary School will be introducing Qkr! (pronounced ‘quicker’) by Mastercard. You will 

now be able to pay for school items like Essential Learning Items, camps / excursions and order 

uniform on your phone easily, securely anytime and at your convenience. 

Please see below a guide attached to this newsletter on how to download the app and how to get 

started. 
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ƻƴƳƛŀ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳ {ŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ {ŜƴǘǊŀƭ ŦƻǊ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ !ǇǇ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ 
ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƻΥ 
Á View academic reports 

Á aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ 

Á View school documents 

Á View school newsletters 

Á Explain past and upcoming student absences 

Á View calendar events 

Á Student Led Conferences 

Á As well as receive real-time notifications and messages from the 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ 

 

How to Access: 

1. 5ƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ŜƴǘǊŀƭ ŦƻǊ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǇǇΦ 

2. Search for Monmia Primary School. 

3. Click Register here to register a new account. You will receive a verification email which MUST 

be verified in order to continue. 

4. Once verified, log back into the app and enter your access key. (Note: Your access key was sent 

home via a letter last term. If you did not receive, please contact Daniela in the office to 

provide you with your personal access key.  

 

  



  



Spook-tacular Fun at Brimbank Libraries 

We have a few fun activities on for kids this month to tie in with Halloween. 

  

Halloween Photo Competition  

Take a photo of yourself in a costume reading your favourite book (can be scary or not scary).  

Bonus points for getting parents or furry friends involved!  

 

We have 5 prizes to be won!  

  

For more info see here: https://www.brimbanklibraries.vic.gov.au/index.php/what-s-on/book-an-

event/special-events/38422-spook-tacular-fun-at-brimbank-libraries# 

  

Halloween Lego Competition 

This month’s Lego challenge is to make a spooky Lego creation (see attached flyer for more info) 

Entries are open all month, and will be posted into our Virtual Lego Club on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/brimbanklegoclub 
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