
5!¢9Υ  ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ нƴŘ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмт        L{{¦9 м 

 Our Purpose: The Monmia school community is committed to providing          

innovative programs that stimulate and challenge each student to develop     

lifelong learning skills and strategies. We provide a safe, nurturing               

environment where teachers, students and parents work in an effective        

partnership. www.monmia.vic.edu.au.Ph: 9364 1007 
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Dear Monmia Families,  
 
Weôre back for another wonderful year of learning and achieving as a whole school  
community.  Welcome back from what I hope was a revitalizing break for you all.  
A very warm welcome is extended to any new families who have come to Monmia for the first 
time especially for our new Prep families.  To all Monmia students I hope you were excited to 
be back at school getting to know your 2017 teachers and classmates.  Our 2017 Preps  
started on Wednesday settling in so quickly into their day.  All the children I saw leaving at the 
end of the first day had huge smiles on their faces and told me how much they enjoyed their 
day.   
I would like to extend a warm welcome to our new staff-Ms Sophie Cox (Prep B), Ms Annalia 
Panagiotou (5/6C), Ms Tonia Burridge (Visual Arts) and Emmy Koroneos (Integration Aide).   
We also welcome back Mrs Michelle Rinaldi (3/4B) and Mrs Anne Jose who will be taking the 
Japanese program until we find a Japanese teacher.  Although we had advertised twice for a 
Languages teacher, we were unsuccessful.  The position will be readvertised and I am  
confident we will have a new teacher in place as soon as possible.  Mrs Jose will be delivering 
the program based around the culture of Japan during her time with us. 
It is heart-warming to know that so many of our community kept an eye on our school to make 
sure it was safe during the holidays.  While holidaying in Port Macquarie I was contacted by 
Kirsty Curwood to let me know that the purple pencil with the value CARING was down on the 
ground.  Kelli Claxton had observed it while going past the school and notified her.  I informed 
Lucy Vorpasso who got onto it straight away asking Richard Polacsek to fix it if he could.   
Meanwhile, back in Port Macquarie I was contacted by the Keilor Downs police to also inform 
me about the pencil!  However they told me it was in Darebin Reserve!!!  Now I was confused 
and asked what colour it was as I already knew about a pencil down at school.  It was a  
mystery which was solved when Richard explained to Lucy that Ethan (an ex student of 
Monmia) had seen the pencil in the reserve, reported to his mother Roxanne, who informed 
the police.  Roxanne contacted Richard who with his family collected the pencil and returned it 
safely to Monmia.  Since then I have had several people tell me they had seen the pencil, not 
all from our community.  One person at the Ray White Fun Day said she tried to let the school 
know through Twitter.  I wish to thank all these wonderful people for their vigilance and  
perseverance in getting our pencil back.   
On our first day we had another Sizzling Start which has become a tradition now.  All the  
children and staff enjoyed a sausage or vegie burger out in the courtyard.  Thank you to our 
chefs Mr Justin Belovitch and Mr Dean Squires and also to our servers Ms Deb Hicks, Mrs  
Natalie Creasey, Ms Tonia Burridge and Mrs Vineta Mitrevski.  Thank you to Lucy Vorpasso 
for her organisation of another wonderful Sausage Sizzle! 
We are so excited to have our new playground just in time for the start of school as well as our 
Friendship Seat which was installed on Wednesday.  To celebrate their arrival and to thank all 
those involved in making these possible, we will be having a special opening ceremony at  
assembly on Monday 6 February in the school gym.   

http://www.monmia.vic.edu.au


CSEF APPLICATIONS 
If you are the holder of a current Pension/Healthcare Card please call in at the school office to 
complete the CSEF Application Form.  The curd must be current on the first day of Term 1 30 
January 2017. 
IMPORTANT REMINDERS  
New families to Monmia may not know and other families may not have remembered some of 
the following information:  
1. Parking  
¶ The Staff Car Park is only for the use of staff.  Parents/Guardians are asked not to park 

there during the school day. Also parents/guardians and children are not to walk through 
the staff car park as this is dangerous with staff coming and going through it.  

¶ Parking at the front of the school is only to be used for picking up and dropping off  
children. Cars can only be parked for 2 minutes. Parents/guardians are not to leave their 
cars in this zone to pick up children inside the school. You can be fined by the Brimbank 
Council if you do so.  

2. Start of School  
¶ Parents/guardians are reminded that the school yard is not supervised by teachers until 

8:45am therefore it is not safe for students to be at school before this time unless they are 
booked into the Camp Australiaôs Before School Care program which provides  
supervision and activities.  

3. Early Pick Up  
¶ If parents/guardians need to pick up their children early for medical appointments we ask 

that if possible that school times are avoided. We are finding that administration staff 
member have to collect many students in the early afternoon which means they are  
disrupting classes and student learning time. If parents/guardians are collecting children 
from their classrooms, it is also disruptive. If children or  
teachers could be told the time they are being picked up then they could come up to the 
office ready with their bags at the appropriate time.  

¶ We also ask that parents/guardians do not ask for students to be called to the office at  
morning or lunch recesses. Teachers lock their classrooms during these times and if  
children have to leave they cannot collect their bags. Also students often do not hear  
announcements when playing outside in the schoolyard.  

4. End of School  
¶ School finishes at 3:30pm and parents/guardians need to pick up their children at this time.  
¶ Teaching staff have meetings on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 3:45pm every 

week. Principal Class are also involved in these meetings and therefore not in the  
administration area.  

¶ Teachersô hours of duty (including principal class) finish at 4:45pm. Administration staff are 
not on duty in the office after 4:36pm.  

¶ Norma and Ros cannot legally supervise students in the administration area. Only  
teaching staff are legally allowed to supervise students.  

¶ Norma and Ros have been instructed to send any child who has not been picked up by 
3:45pm to the Camp Australia After School Care Program and parents/guardians will be 
billed for the service.  

  
Please follow us on Twitter: http://twitter.com/MonmiaPS.  You can also comment, or favourite 
or retweet our posts.  You can also follow us on Facebook on https://www.facebook.com/
MonmiaPS/ or visit our website http://www.monmia.vic.edu.au/ 
Warm regards, 
Lorraine Bell 
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